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GENTLEME N, 


E read in the Hiſtory of the Bible, that when 
God made Man, the Supreme Being thought it 
not good for Man to be alone; he made him an Help-mate, 
which he called Woman, and God brought her unto 
Adam, I refer my Reader to Milton, who ſo beautifully 
deſcribes the State of our firſt Parents, when in Paradiſe, 
the mutual Affections, the ſweet Repoſe, the calm Re- 
tirement, the beloved Solitude; in ſhort, to deſcribe that 
State of Innocence fully, muſt be a Milton's Pen, a Milton's 
Head, a Milion's Underſtanding : None but the Sages can 
define the Subject, much leſs a Girl of an untutored Wit, who 
throws herſelf at the Mercy of the Public, and only pre- 
ſumes to lay her Performance at an Author's Shrine; her- 
{elf unworthy of the Name. Pure Nature now ſhall flow 
without the Force of Eloquence, and its Miſtakes ſhall 
loudly ſue for Pardon, and truſt, it will be granted by fair 
 MAlbion's Youth, I truſt they will be kind, and ſtill in- 
dulge a Woman's Pen, though the weakeſt of her Sex. She 
hopes the Critic will not loudly ſpeak, no loud Alarm 
againſt a defenceleſs Pen, but gently Veil the Errors of her, 
who, with Submiſſion, ſubſcribes her ſelf, 


Yours, 


CASANDRA. 


i O forth, my Child, the World explore, 
; | | | Till Fortune ſmiles return no more ; 
Go, ſhew thyſelf, tho' newly born, 

N Take heed, leſt thou t in Pieces torn. 


If in your Way you chance to meet 
The Conoiſſeur, you re not compleat, 
Be ſure from him you run away, 
Nor then a Moment dare to ſtay. 


& | Be 2 unto all you ſee, | 
Remember what you've learnt of me, 
When the old Rakes you ſhall diſplay, 
The Old Maids next ſhall lead the Way. 
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GENTLEMEN, | 


T plainly appears from Scripture, Man was to take unto himſelf 
I a Wife. Perhaps you will anfwer, We obſerve not the old World 
as our Pattern, but the new we copy after. Search antient Hiſtory - 
after the Flood, and then tell us if all the Inhabitants of the World took 
unto themſelves Wives, and thoſe that did, had Handmaids and Con- 
cubines. I do not deny the Truth of that, but it was in order to 
People the new World; for the Promiſe made to Abrabam by God, 
could not have been accompliſhed by one Woman. But will not 
you run before me to the Seed of Jeſſe, and ſhew me that David, the Man 
after God's own Heart, and claim for your Pattern, Solomon the 
| [You fay he was not only noble in Birth, and the reigning Monarch of 
Iſrael, but the wiſeſt of Men, and Who had more Wives and Con- 
cubines than Solomon? And if we have the Examples of the 
moſt religious of Kings, the Man ſtiled in Scripture, The Man after 
God's own Heart, and his Son, the wiſeſt of Men, What Occafion have 
we to go farther? For we do not find their Lives diſpleaſed God, un- 
leſs when David ſent Uriah the Hittite into Battle, with Orders to Foab, 
his chief General, to place Uriah at the Front of the Battle, in order 
that he might take the beautiful Bathſbeba to his Arms more cloſely, and 
here divine Providence ſhewed his Anger, by taking that Child to himſelf 
for that Wickedneſs. . | 
Nay, all the antient Fathers you will call in order to prove your Aſ- 
ſertion, and undoubtedly tell me, when the World was ſufficiently 
peopled, it was the ſame. But give me Leave to acquaint you, we are 
not under the Law, but under the Goſpel, which expreſly forbids Men 
what was called, in the old Law, Handmaids and Concubines ; and 
for this Purpoſe, that Solemnity Marriage was inſtituted, that one Man 
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ſhould have one Wife, and that the Wife ſhould be true to her 
Huſband, as ſhe promiſed before God and the Church, that they ſhall 
take each other for Life. | 5 1 
But you, Gentlemen, that are called Bachelors, you that pro- 
ſe to live a ſingle Life, alter the Deſign of the firſt Inſtitution, you 


"chuſe a ſingle Life. Will you give me your Reaſon, or muſt I ſuppoſe 


it ? I will give my Opinion of your Choice. You Gentlemen, in High- 


Life, that are placed above the common Race of Mortals, by your 


affluent Fortune can drown yourſelves in Debauch, you can court 
Bacchus, that Deity will aſſiſt you, and give Vigour to the Soul, as you, 
who call yourſelves Choice Spirits, as I term the Phraſe, a Piece of Gold 
you can offer to the rural Maid, who, before that Temptation, trod in 
Virtue's Paths. 5 3 

You will not fail to ſet before her the Life of Lady Townly; but I 
anſwer, Not the Precepts of Lady Grace. Perhaps you are Lord of the 
Manor, bear a great Sway, the Girl falſely imagines the Man thus 
arrayed, nay, the fine Gentlemen cannot tell a Lie. She looks on 
his Heart -as the Clothes that he wears, delicate, fine, and ſpotleſs. 
Roger or Damon of the Vale may deceive her, but this Gentleman 
cannot, he is a fine Gentleman, and ſure he will not ſay one falſe Word 
for the World, and much leſs to a Country Girl; beſides the has heard 
they are Men of Honour, and their Honour ſtands for their Oath, and 
the fine Gentleman will not break his Oath ; and with this Deluſion 
the innocent Maid, is brought up to London with him, or perhaps he 
has gave her Orders to follow him, and Money for her Journey. He 
promiſes her more fine Things. She comes to London in Character of 
Miſs, is bedecked with gay Ornaments of little Worth. She is com- 


mitted to the Care of ſome truſty old Woman, in order to ſecure her 


for the Gentleman, leaſt another ſhould run away with her. 
The Libertine muſt keep the Town Coquet alfo for his Amuſement, - 


| as the Girl of rural Life, that has juſt quitted her ruſtick Gray, he 


will not find in her any Entertainment for his Mind, unleſs it be to laugh 
at her Simplicity ; though, in a while, ſhe will be more knowing, and 
learn to coquet with the Siſters of the Trade, and jilt the next ſhe 
meets with, if not him. This is the Sum of the Life of a Gen- 
tleman Rake, that appears under the Denomination of an Old Ba- 
chelor.- | | 
Fine Sport, Gentlemen, is it not? Thus, as you call it, give a 
Looſe to Love. Thus you ramble up and down the Earth in Purſuit 
of Pleaſure, but never find her Paths. This Lady you turn off ; that 
you diſcard, take worſe in their Place, prove conſtant to none ; nay, 


(7) 


if your Fortune permit, keep a little Seraglio, and fancy yourſelf a little 
T; hs take your full Swing of all that Venus and Bacchus can afford you, 
till you take a Leap in the Dark, leave your remaining Eſtate to ſome. 
diſtant Heir, which' he enjoys by hereditary Right, fill the Foundling- 
Hoſpital, with pratling Infants, whoſe Phyſiognomy beſpeaks they were 
not ignobly born. So much of the Father remains in them that the 
Innocent ſeems as though not made for fervile Offices. | 
What do you think of yourſelves, - Gentlemen, take the Advice - 
which I am about to give you, and I am fure married Gentlemen, and 
thoſe that otherwiſe muſt appear in the World as Old Maids, or 
ſomething worſe, if that be poſſible, will approve of my Recom- - 
mendation. ; | ' £7; 
Do not miſtake me, and think I rank all unmarried Gentlemen 
under the Denomination, I do not; but it is thoſe that Year by Year 
have aſcended the Hill, and are now deſcending the vaſt Precipice ! 
Have they not had Time, in ſo many rolling Years, to chuſe a Lady - 
for Life? They have ſeen without Doubt the Follies of Life, they can 
trace its Gaieties, yet know not its real Pleaſures. - But they will an- 
ſwer, there is Pleaſure in not being confined ; likewiſe in Variety; But 
where is the Advantage, we ſhall moſt diſcover when we examine more 
cloſely into his Manner and Way of Life, .which-I ſhall endeavour to ; 
Firſt, He riſes in the Morning at what Hour his Diſpoſition is ſuited |: 
to; if active, five or fix; if a Sluggard, at nine, ten, or eleven: But 
perhaps a little earlier than the lateſt Hour, leſt he ' ſhould not hear 
the News of the Day: Perhaps he does not take the daily Papers, 
otherwiſe he would give Orders to his Domeſticks to bring them to 
his Bed-fide, wer not to awake him for the World. I judge he 
does not fleep well; pained by his Vows of Marriage to this Girl, his 
Oath to the other, his Perfidy to all that Part of the Sex that he 
meets in his Way; perhaps Conſcience reproving him of a Sin not much 
inferior to that of Murder; and indeed, in my Opinion, not leſs, though 
the Law doth not condemn him, his Heart does. Did he never ad- 
viſe the Lady of Character, with whom he contracted too great an 
Intimacy, leſt that Part of Life that had before ſhone- reſplendent, 
ſhould be now eclipſed ? Did he not addreſs himſelf to ſome. 
Gentleman of the Faculty, whom, without Doubt, he has had Oc- 
caſion for in thoſe frequent Campaigns of amorous War? Did he 


not, I ſay, procure from him ſome Medicine or Drug, in order to de- 


ſtroy the little Inviſible? | 
| I aſk 


(8) 


I aſk Pardon of the Gentlemen of the Faculty for this Abruptneſs, 
but the old Gentleman ſtates the Caſe of this unfortunate young Lady. 
in ſo affectionate a Light, that the other preſcribes out of Pity to the 
Lady that has been betray' d by one, whoſe Years was more proper to 
have made him her Guardian. ES OP Hoc e, 

Gentlemen, I refer to you, Do you think in the preſent. Age there 
is no old Gentleman that will a& thus? And are all our Youth of the Age 
excluded? Or have they fallen into the filent Torab before your Me- 
mory and Time? Or were there no ſuch ſince the Creation? Or has 
vain Imagination dictated to my Mind Things that never were? I leave 
my Readers to their Thoughts on the Subject, and proceed to the Man- 
ner in which thoſe Gentlemen paſs the remaining Day.  _ 

He riſes, prepares for his Morning Dreſs, if in High-Life, perhaps a Morn- 
ing Levee ; if in a lower Claſs, he wings to the Coffee-Houſe, peruſes the 
Papers, brings ſo much News away as would fill a Buſhel, were his 
Words wrote, and placed there, If the Merchant, or Man of Buſineſs, 
perhaps to the Royal-Exchange, where he, hears more News, enquires 
whether Bank-Stock riſes or falls, and if there will be a State-Lottery 

the next Year, and if anſwered in the Affirmative, big with Expec- 
rations of the Ten-thouſand, or at leaſt a Five-thouſand, or ſomething 
little inferior to it; he determines. to have ſome Tickets, and doubts 
not of Succeſs ; for it is remarkable, an Old Batchelor, as they are 
ſtiled, is generally a Miſer, and he ſaves for he knows not who. 


* 1 


I fuppoſe him returned Home, in order for Dreſs; if a Gentleman 
of Appearance in Life, away to Sr. Aibans, if the Court End of the 
Town; if a Cit, to the Croun, or the Kings-Arms, where, after 
Dinner, he takes a chearful Glaſs, and after cracking Half a Dozen 
Bottles, as he calls it, and diſcourſing of the Ladies, away to the Coffee- 
Houſe ; he takes a Diſh of Tea or Coffee, orders his Chariot, or ſends 
the Waiter for a Hack; if in the Seaſon, is drove to Vaux- Hall, or 
Ranelagb, and if not, to the Opera, or Play, or Maſquerade, if there 
chances to be one; if the Theatre take place, he is there, and when 
ſeated in the Side, or Stage-Box, he takes out his Optic-Glaſs, and fixes 
his Eyes on the moſt agreeable Girl he ſecs, but gbſerves not in Life 
equal to himſelf, - does not fail to ſend her a Meſſage, and perhaps 
meets, when the Play is over, conducts her home, profeſſes to make 
another Viſit, which he does not fail to do; the Lady is no leſs 
charmed; ſhe is not Miſtreſs of a Fortune, or perhaps but a ſmall one. 
The Gentleman's Diſcourſe runs on Honour, and the young Lady ſup- 
Poſes he is come to his Dotage, and that ſhe ſhall appear in Character 


( 


of Wife ſhortly, and perhaps honoured with a Title. Your Ladyſhip, 
ſounds ſo pretty in the Ear of a young Lady, whoſe aſpiring Mind 
raiſes her to that Pitch of Vanity, that ſhe miſtakingly riſks her Honour 
by catching after Shadows. Nor do I condemn my own Sex in that 
Particular, ſo much as the Gentlemen, that Sort that are mean enough 
to uſe baſe Arts, in order to accompliſh their bad Intentions, that do 
the beſt they can to conquer every Fair they pleaſe to attack. 

A Man of a noble Soul will found an Alarm, that ſhall reach Aſia, 
Africa, and America, it ſhall not be confined in the Limits of Europe, 
but the known World ſhall hear of theſe mighty Conqueſts. If their 
amorous Language of Heart and Eye, thoſe affecting Geſtures, which 
all deſembling Art can invent is not ſufficient, they will take another + 
Method with a Perſon that ſhall aſſiſt them, and if by making Uſe of 
a certain Drug, they become mighty Conquerors ; they will not fail 
to boaſt of it. Nor is this confined to any particular Sort, but ſeems, in 
this Age, a Part of Education, in order to compleat the fine Gentle- 
man. Away with theſe accurſed Arts, which render the Human 
Species more deſpicable than that of Savage Beaſts. If with all your 
Education you are thus miſtaken, imagine yourſelf a Child again, 
condeſcend to be taught, till you are inſtructed in better Manners, 
better Morals, and nobler Precepts; and when your darkened Under- 
ſtanding is enlightened, then reform your Companions, whoſe Mo- 
rals you have tainted with your late Infection. Meet no more to ſpoil 
Converſation, but to improve it; let not the Houſes of public Reſort, 
where the Noble frequent, ſound any more with contemptible Echo, 
of falſe, deceitful] Loves; but chaunt ſofter Notes; learn not to be vici- 
ous, but to be virtuous ; and in order to be the more ſo, diveſt yourſelves 
of that diſagreeable Character, an Old Bachelor, and wear the tender 
Name of Huſband. Remain no longer forlorn ; come no more to your 
Houſe, inhabited with nothing nobler than the Domeſticks you keep, 
to look at each other, and are called Attendants, but not in reality, 
unleſs it be at an elegant Dinner, where they rather ſeem in Confuſion 
than of Service ; fine Places for thoſe idle Fellows ; O that their Lord 
and Maſter would better employ them. Let me adviſe him to do it. 

I édo not exclude thoſe that bear the moſt exalted Titles, them I 
aim at. Permit me to adviſe, you Gentlemen, better to employ your 
Domeſticks. Is there no agreeable Lady. amongſt the noble Fair, 
that you can chuſe for a Wife? Seek, and you will. ſurely find; 
and then let your Retinue attend and honour you with their re- 

| ND 1 1 ſplendent 


29 


6 


ſplendent Appearance; loll no longer in your Chariot alone, but grace 
it with a Lady. N 8 ö 

Did you know the Pleaſures of a Bridegroom, in my Opinion, you 
would not embrace the Character of a Bachelor, the Man who lives to 
no End. I would aſk you, Which is moſt agreeable, when not in 
public Company; alone in the Day, and alone in the Night; alone in 
going abroad, and alone in returning home; giving Room to buly, 
coroding Cares to be your Companions, or in Company, at the above- 
mentioned Times, with an agreeable Lady, that makes it the Buſineſs 
of her Life, to perform the Duty of an affeCtionate, kind, tender, 
and indulgent Wife, inſtead of black and gloomy Thoughts, which 
cannot fail to accompany you, for your Attachment to irregular Life ? 
In order to remove any thing fo diſagreeable, diveſt yourſelf of the 
Character of an Old Bachelor. | | 

What pretty Amuſement that of innocent Pratlers, that you dare to own 
in the Face of the Sun; and when you are no more, they ſhall bear 
your Titles, and wear your Honours ? In the Child ſhall appear the 
Father, as blooming a-new ; and thus ſhall your Name be revered by 
your riſing Generation. | AO Es 

Obſerve the Page, Gentlemen, and as perhaps you will not acquaint 

me with your Thoughts on my Subject, permit me to gueſs at them. 
Methinks I hear you ſay, I ſhould like ſome of this Girl's Morals, but 
to be confined to that hard Name of Huſband, I cannot like, and that 
for Life ! I ſhould like to be a Bridegroom every two or three Months, 
but Huſband ! and that for Life! No, not with a Goddeſs. I will 
away to my Seraglio; for every new Face carries a great Charm. I can- 
not confine the Paſſion, ho, not for an Efapife! 
And it is plain theſe are his Reſolutions, otherwiſe he would live no 
longer in Character of Bachelor; he having e to alter his 
Condition when he pleafes. But perhaps he will ſay, The Lady that 
he would make Choice of, does not approve of him, and therefore 
he loves no other; and for that Reaſon he will not marty. 

But give me Leave to aſk him, Has that given him a Diſtaſte to 
the whole Sex? Does he as much diſſike a Lady in Character of 
Miſtreſs, as he does of Wife? I dare him to anſwer in the Negative: 
therefore it is all chimerical. I deny the Gentleman under the be- 
fore-mentioned Denomination to make ariy Apology, why he ſhould 
lve a fingle Life, which, in my Opinion, cannot be happy; and if he 
thinks it fo, it is for this Reaſon, that he has not experienced the 
Pleaſures of a married State. Home, which is fo pleaſing to the Gen- 

| tleman, 


/ U 


& 
. nm x . Tus A * n „ 4 8 
we | x * 2 7 Y ITY 
,, "= — 
” 
: - a * 
| 6 4 : 
15 


( 11 'F 


. 


tleman, that has an agreeable Lady, and des jeunes Enfans, to amuſe him 
in thoſe Hours, which would otherwiſe feem tedious, but now paſs away 


in the Enjoyments of mutual Love, and endearing Entertainments; 


having all Things accommodated in the moſt polite Manner, by the 
Order and good Oeconomy of a kind and indulgent Wife, he paſſes the 


Remainder of his Life in a Series of Soſtneſs and Pleaſures : When he re- 
turns from public Company, and Evening approaches in order to conclude . 
the buſy Day; he then unburthens all his Care on the delightful Partner 


of his nuptial Bands. She takes Part in his Pleaſures or his Pains, . 
When two Hearts in one unite, , | 
There's the Source of much Delight, 
As a Spring their Raptures flow, 


One Joy comes as others go. 


The ſingle Gentleman hath nothing pleaſing in his Home, he does 
not return there till a late, or early Hour of the Morning or Night. 
He no ſooner riſes, but he is gone abroad to ſearch for Happineſs ; per- 
haps returns to dreſs, in order for Dinner, unleſs he goes on his Ram- + 
bles, as he calls it, and then his Servants wait in vain the tedious 
Night for the Return of their Lord or Maſter; When the next Day, 
or perhaps the Day after, fatigued with the Pleaſures of Wine and Venus, 


in a dirty Diſhabille, he is wheeled home, with empty.Pockets, and afflic- 


ted Conſcience, upbraiding himſelf for his Folly, with Exclamations and 
Oaths againſt all our Sex, when he has met perhaps with che gay Sort, 


that rob him of bis Fortune, his Health, and his Manners. . - - 


Gentlemen, Is not this a delightful Life, think you, and the Way to 
be ſent home many Years ſooner than otherwiſe you would have been. 


This is the of Character the gay Man; the town Rake, or our modem fine 
Gentlemen; this is his merry Life; this is he that dannot be confined; 


to a Lady, nor wear the Name of Huſband; it des not fat him zit Fits 
not eaſy in his Imagination; but O, the Libertine ſuits him much bet- 
ter; he can range where he pleaſes, without making any Excuſe, as 


he has no one to give an Account to. 


Thus 
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Thus throogh] the. Maze of Life he. wildly flies, | 
"In hopes of Pleaſures which he ne er enſoys, 
J ſooner, touches he th inchanting String, 
But 9 15 chan * Air che Nevrs they bring. 5 en 
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"Aſk; [whiter is gi ſay "bod would you fy... 


Your roving Paſſions now to gratify? _ 


* 5 


To us, to us, with winged Speed you r run, „ 
And by purſuing us 2 are —_ 


Another Way begin, 1 bee you find, 5050 


45 I : Is but a Dazzler to amuſe the Mind, 


To vonder Goddeſs, therefore make 5005 burt : 8 
| Wiſdom Her Name, by wu henceforth be latin. x 


” 


| Shell * you 3 which are not An 
Pleaſures that leave no Pang, nor guilty Stain; 5 
Thoſe that are nobly taught in Wiſdom' s Schools, 


2 . Hate baſe; mean Addons, leave that e for Fools. 


. -Pormit- me, Gentlemen; to leave you to your Thoughts on this Sub- 
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jet; mean while I ſhall anne a Letter of e to che Ladies, 
in « ee an RY 10 
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